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€ ontroversial. 
ANSWER TO VINEDRESSER. 
[concLuDeD | 
Parable of the Sheep and Goats. 


We shall prove, that Matt. xxv. does not treat of 
any thing but what relates, as respects mankind, to 
their natural lives. Nay, more, a future state of 
rewards and punishments, is not even hinted at! 
This done, and we think the subject will be purged 
of the errors, with which an unbelieving world 
haveclothed it. First, it is not a day of judgment, 
but Christ coming in his kingdom, which is spoken 
of. Second, The time when this should take place, 





was confined to the generation who lived previous | ing, ‘ Then shall the — of heaven be likened 
Third, the eternal life | unto ten virgins,’ &c. 


to the crucifixion of Christ. 
spoken of is the gospel church state, into which the 
first fruits—the elect—or believers in this world, are 
received. And, the everlasting punishment, is the 
darkness of mind consequent upon a stale of unbe- 
lief. 

Wire notice, first, in order, the declaration of 
Christ to Peter, Matt. xvi. 19.‘ And I will give 
unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven,’ &c. 
Peter unquestionably supposed that Christ was 
going to establish a temporal sovereignty, and reign 
king over Jerusalem. And from the promise of 
Christ, to give him the keys of the kingdom, he ex- | 
pected to have confided to his care the fiscal con- 
cerns of the kingdom, &c. When Christ, as related 
in the 2Ist verse, communicated to his disciples, 
how he should suffer and die at Jerusalem, Peter, 
trembling for his office, as related in the 22d verse, 
‘began to rebuke him (Christ) saying, Be it far from 
thee, Lord: this shall not be unto thee; verse 23, 
But he (Christ) turned, and said unto Peter, Get 


disciples, first,of the signs which should precede his in xxv? No! You cannot believe so! Then you 
coming, &c., to the 30th verse; and in the 30th, must believe, that when he came, that which is re- 
verse, declares, ‘ Then,’ when? Ans. When these corded in 31st to 46th verses inclusive, took place! 
things had happened, which he said should precede |* If you deny this, you give Jesus Christ, your God 
his coming! ‘ Then shall appear the sign of the and Saviour, the lie direct! For he declared, that 
Son of man in heaven; and then shall all the tribes the ‘ generation’ to whom he addressed himself 
of the earth (the Jews) mourn, and they shall see | should not pass, till all these things be fulfilled ! 
the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven, |‘ If Baal be God serve him---but if the Lord be 
with power and great glory. And he shall send his, God serve him!!! Does this view of the subject 
angels,’ &e. see 33d and 34th verses. ‘So likewise | disagree with your preconceived opinions? Be it 
ye, when ye shail see all these things, know that it is | so---Does it disagree with the words, nay, with the 
near at the doors. Verily I say unto you, this ge-/ positive declaration of your God and Judge ? ‘ To 
neration shail not pass, till all these things be fullil-| the law and the testimony---If you pe not ac- 
led.’ Christ then, to the end of the xxiv. chap. in-| cording to the things written in the book, it is be- 
forms his disciples of the state of things at his! cause there is no light in you.’ Mark the phraseolo- 








coming; and tells them to watch; and declares he | gy,---32d verse. ‘ And before him shall be gathered 
shall come in a day that the evil servant looketh not | all nations; and he shall separate them (How ?) 
for, &c. Christ commences the xxv. chap. by say- | ONE from another’ Is not the nation of the Jews 
_ separated and distinct from all nations? When did 
e ask, when? Ans. When this separation take place ? Ans. After the destrue- 
Christ comes in his kingdom, &c. At the 13th) tion of Jerusalem; and they were cast out into out- 
verse, he again tells his disciples to watch,‘ For ye|er darkness! See Acis ii. 16th to 23d verse. Peter 
know not the day nor the hour wherein the Son of | says, ‘It shall come to pass in the last days,’ ke. 
man cometh.’ Christ then commences another| And declares, ‘This is that which was spoken by 
parable, at the 14th verse, and likens the kingdom | the prophet Joel.’ See 20th verse. ‘The sun shall be 
of heaven toa man travelling into a far country, who | turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, be- 
called his own servants and delivered unto them | fore that great and notable day of the Lord.’ Com- 
his goods.’ We consider Christ the man—his ser-| pare this with Matt. xxiv. 29. Immediately after 





thee behind me, Satan, for thou savourest not the 
things that be of God, but those that be of men.’ 
The keys of this kingdom were not delivered unto 
Peter, until after the resurrection and ascension of 
Christ; and Peter received these keys in a vision 
trom heaven, a great sheet, knit at the four corners, 
&e., while he was on the house of Simon the tan- 
ner. See Acts x. Christ, see Matt. xvi. 24, 25, 26. 
explains more fully the nature of his kingdom to 
his disciples, and gives them to understand, that the 
salvation of their souls depended upon its sptrituali- 
ty. He then, declares, see 27th, 28th verses. ‘ For 
the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Fa- 
ther, with his angels; and then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. Verily, I say 
unto you, there be some standing here which shall 
not taste of death, till they see the Son of man coming 
in his kingdom’ Reader, if you believe Christ 
told the truth, and believe that truth, you will have 
ne difficulty with the xxv. of Matt. But, to proceed, 
You will please to notice, that Cbrist sa id, when he 
came in his kingdom, he would reward every man 
according to his works. By recurring to the xxiii. 
29th to 39th verse, you will find, that Christ enu- 
merates the works of those to whom he addresses 
himself—and at the 56th verse, says, ‘ Verily, I say 
unto you, All these things shall come upon this gene- 
ration”  Quere. Were vot they rewarded accord- 
ing to their works ? We think any other evidence is 
unnecessary to prove the chapter under considera- 
tion to be figurative, and a parable,than the declara- 
tion, * Without a parable spake he not unto them,’ 
If it is to be taken literally, sheep and goats, and 
not men, are interested. And if a parable, it is all 
figurative, &c. In the xxiv. 3d verse. The disci ples 
of Christ privately asked him two questions. Furst, 
‘When shall these things be ?’ Second, ‘ And what 


vants the Jews—the goods committed to the ser- 
vants, the gospel (or news) of the kingdom—the 


Christ. See 15th verse. ‘ And unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, and to another one, Kc., 
and straightway took his journey.’ You will pleaseto 
notice, that he gave according to the ability of the 
receiver ; not according to the munificence of the 


giver! To his disciples he gave seven talents—to 


the other Jews one. By recurring again to the xxiv. 
chap. and at the 45th to 5ist verses, you will find 
Christ exhorting his disciples to, be faithful and wise 
servants, and they should be rulers over his house- 
hold; (his church, in his spiritual kingdom, when 
he should come, &c.,) and that evil servant, who 
(had the one talent, and) said my Lord delayeth 
his coming (which the Jews said, and still say) 
shall be cast out where there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. The 30th verse of this chap. 
again repeats the declaration,‘ and cast. ye the un- 

rofitable servant into outer darkness (the one talent 
is taken away) there shall be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth.” Then commences this celebrated parable, 
at the Sist verse. We now ask the reader, Had 
Christ come in his kingdom with his angels in pow- 
er and great glory, when he spake this parable 


which is contained from the 31st to 46th verses, of 


this xxv. chap. inclusive? There is no man in his 
senses, will answer this question in the afirmative ! 
Then we answer, in the words of the passage it- 
self,* When the Son of man shall come in his glory,’ 
&e., then shall take place, that which is recorded 
in the xxv. chap. of Matt. from the Sist verse to the 
end of the chapter. On this question we stand 
strong---we have the testimony of Christ himself, 
in answer to his disciples, see xxiv. 3‘ Tell us, 


| this, &c., shall the Son of man come, &c. What 


| was the tribulation of those days? Ans. The siege 


travelling into a far country, the crucifixion of | and destruction of Jerusalem! Immediately after 


| this, shall the sun be darkened, Ne.,---‘ And then, 
| shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven,’ 
| &e. Now examine the parable. One nation is 
' separated from another---Jew and Gentile consti- 
| tute the human race. One is put on the right hand, 
! the other on the left. 

We cheerfully embrace this opportunity to con- 
fess our own errors. We oousidered these sheep and 
goats, as man, and the fallen angelic spirits. We 
have been forced by cunvietion of the truth, to ac- 
knowledge, that this view of the subject is wrong ! 
An examination of the text, and context, has pro- 
duced this conviction, and we now stand on a 
foundation which cannot easily be shaken ! 

The 34th verse reads, ‘ Inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation of the world.’ 
We consider this the gospel kingdom, in which 
Christ has come, or the atorcor life; and different 
from the life mentioned by Paul, Ephes. i. 4.‘ Ac- 
cording as he hath chosen us in him before the 
Joundation of the world.’ In Col. i. 13. We con- 
sider Paul, as referring to the kingdom of the gos- 
pel in this life. ‘Who hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 
kingdom of his dear Son.’ Now the Jews were 
deprived of their one talent, and cast into outer 
darkness, &e. This kingdom is likewise described, 
to be ‘ Righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.’ Thisis effected by the Comforter, or Holy 
| Ghost, who testifies of Christ, that he is our right- 
eousness, &c. ‘God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, &c. Christ is the Mediator---- 
| this kingdom of the gospel, or Mediatorial kingdom, 





when shall these things be? And what the sign of | will continue until all things are subdued unto him- 





thy coming, and of the end of the AGE” 
Namely ‘Verily, I say unto you, This gene- 
ration shalt not pass, till all these things he ful- 
filled ; verse 34. For the Son of man shall come 
in the glory of his Father, with his angels; then he 
shall reward every man according to his works 
Verily, | say unto you, there be some standing here, 
which shall not taste of death, till they see the Son 
of man coming in his ki . Reader, we ap- 
peal to your conscience---Can this be truth, if the 
coming of the Son of man is still future? Do you 
believe he came, after making the declarations in 
Matt. xvi. 27, 28. and xxiv. 30, 31, 34, 35. and pre- 








the sign of thy coming, and of the end of the (age 
translated) world ? Christ proceeds, and informs his 


vious to making the declaration in the 31st verse, 


self; and then this kingdom will cease,---and the 
kingdom be resumed which was before the founda- 
tion of the world. See 1 Cor. xv. 22d to 28th 
| verses. Paul likewise, says, ‘ Ye are dead, and your 
life is hid with Christ in God.’ When God shall be 
| all in all, this life will be in all; and all will have life, 
&e, agreeably to Christ’s declaration--- As the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to the 
Son to have life in himself; and because I live (in 
the present tense) ye shall (in the future tense) live 
also.” The righteous, as described, 37th verse, 
disclaim all righteousness, in their own persons, 
and justly too, for they have nove. The true be- 








liever in Christ considers all men as brethren---the 





» 


- 
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Jews, considered the Gentiles as dogs. They nut 

having been kind to them, were not regarded as do- 

ing any thing for Christ, who received the Gentiles 

in the character of brethren. The words ‘depart | 
ye cursed,’ are synonymous with depart ye rejected. | 
All, therefore, are cursed by the law; because the | 
law requiring perfect obedience, and all being guilty, | 
the law rejects all! Do thie and live! The soul that) 
sinneth it shall die! ‘ And these shall go away into, 
everlasting punishment; but the righteous into life | 
eternal.’ 46th verse. Is the word translated elernal | 
and evérlasting in this 46th verse, (itis one, and the | 
game word) to be considered as absolutely meaning | 
an endless duration, for ever, in the now common 

understanding of the term? Be it so. But if you 

will examine the original, and admit Christ as a 
witness, you will have to alter your mind! If this 
word (awyor,) translated eternal, and everlasting, 
necessarily means an unlimited duration, what will 
you do with the question of Christ’s disciples, and 
his answer, see Matt. xxiv. 3. * What shall be 


the sign of thy coming, and of the END of| 


the (auwos translated) world? Did not the disciples 
of Christ know the meaning of the words they 
used ? If they did, the translation is wrong in both 
chapters! If not---they asked, When shall be the 
END of FOR EVER! EVERLASTING! And 
wonderful to relate, Christ immediately ye” - 
* Take heed that no man deceive you’---and adds, 
see 34th verse,* Verily I say unto you, This gene- 
rativn shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled?” 
What! For ever and everlasting come to an end in 
ONE generation !!! Would Christ have suffered his 
disciples to have remained in error, and immediate- 
ly have added, ‘Take heed that no man deceive 
you?” We think not. The fact is, this word is some- 
thing more than equivocal in its meaning, according 
to the use made of it by the translators of the 
Scriptures. In Col. i. 26 we read,‘ Even the mys- 
tery which hath been hid from ages, and from ge- 
nerations, but is now made manifest to his saints.’ 
We here fiid the word acnwyr, translated ages. If 
this word means for ever, how would it read here-- 
The mystery which hath been bid from for ever, 
and everlasting is now made manifest’---it is hid no 
longer---for ever has come to an end! In Matt. 
xiii. 40. we read---‘ As therefore the tares are 
gathered, aod burned in the fire, so shall it bein 
the end of this world.’ The word translated world, 
is auowog. Here is everlasting come to an end again! 
In the 38th verse, the translation is correct. It is 
xoouos which is translated world. Our translators 
not being willing that their wicked neighbours 
should be saved, and having predicated their ever- 
lasting misery on the word auyes, they were under 
the necessity of twisting and pulling very often to 
preserve their consistency, and make their story 
straight. It seems everlasting could be shortened, or 
lengthened, just as suited their conveniency. Ip 
Matt. xii. 3%. this word is rendered * neither in this 
world, neither in the world to come.’ Or, ‘neither in 
this for ever, nor in the for ever to come! If this| 
a means everlasting and elernal,transiate it ever- | 
lasting and eternal unilormly. It means as much in 

one place, as it does in another. This, however, 
would not answer. If this was done, your Bible 
would be unintelligible,and strietly speahing,it oever 
will be intelligible until the word is uniformly 
rendered age, or ages,singular, or plural, a 
may be. 

We consider the evidence we have adduced to} 
prove that the everlasting and eternal, (as it is ren- | 
dered) in Matt. xxv. 46. will come to an end, is in- 
contestable ! We now refer the reader to 2 Thes i. 
6th to 9th verses inclusive. We presume to say, 
that the same subject is there treated of. We cou- 
sider the unbelieving Jews referred to by Paul, as 
those who troubled them The time, and manaer 
of Christ’s being revealed, the same as related in 
Matt. The Jews did not know God. God, speaking 
of them, says,‘ My people do not know,’ &c. Nei- 
ther did they believe, or obey the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. They ‘ shall be punis with asopcov 
destruction (Paul says!) from the presence of the 
Lord, aad from the glory of his > Compare 
this, with Matt. xxiii. 37, 38, 39. 38th and 39th 
verses read thus---' Behold, your house js left unto 
you desolate. For I say unto you, ye shall not see 


| 
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me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that commencement of chap. xii be ing sinoultaneoy. 
cometh inthe name ef the Lord.’ When the Jews with the conclusion of the great events, mentioned 
come to the knowledge that Christ is the Saviour, | in the preceding chapter. Daniel declares, * ther: 
the Messiah, whom they so anxiously expect, they | shall be a time of trouble, such as never was sine, 
will then experience the glory of his power, which there was a nation, to that time.’ Christ (see Matt 
is salvation! Aod when their eyes are enlightened | xxiv. 15, 21.) quotes the words of Daniel. Hy 
that they may see him, and be in his presence, they | declares‘ Then shall be great tribulation, such as 
will exclaim in the language of the Psalmist xvi.|was not since the beginning of the world to this 
11. ‘in thy presence is fulness of joy ; at thy right | tame, no, nor ever shall be—When ye therefore, shai! 
hand there are pleasures for evermore!’ But, being | see the abomination of desolation spoken of b 

banished from his presence, and ay at ‘ his left Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place,” &¢. 
hand, they ‘bow down their back alway! I say Hhis was the standard of the Roman army, which 
then, have they stumbled that they should fall? God | besieged Jerusalem. See Daniel xii. 7. Matt. xxi 
forbid ! But through their fall salvation is come un- | 54.* Verily, 1 say unto you, This generation sha) 
io the Gentiles, &c. Now if the fall of them be the | net pass till all these things be fulfilled.” The sleep 

riches of the world, and the diminishing of them | tng spoken of by Daniel, xii. 2. is likewise men 

the riches of the Gentiles; how much more their | tioned by Christ, Matt. xxv. 5. Christ says, ‘ they 
fulness. For as ye in times past have not believed | al slumbered and slept.’ We ask Vinedresser, Hu 
God, yet have now obtained mercy through their | this tribulation, which should be greater than eve 

unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, was before, or should ever be again, and which Should 
that through your mercy they also may obtain mer- come upon the generationto whom Christ spake. 
cy. For God hath concluded them all in unbelief, | and to whom he applied the prophecy of Daniel. 
that he might (damn them for ever! No!) have | can possibly be future from the present time, and 


merey upon all! O the depth of the riches both | the words of Christ, and Daniel be true? The time 


the wisdom and knowledge of God: how un-|is past! The slumber is over! The sleepers have 
searchable his judgments (truc, brother Paul—nota awakened ! It was the sleep of ignorance in which 
Calvinist, nor an Arminian ever found them out ; | all mankind were steeped, when Christ came in the 
or understood them in the least!) and his ways past | glory of his gospel kingdum! Then, the Jews awoke 
fading out. For who hath kaown the mind of the | to shame and contempt—they were cast out; and 
Lord? (John Calvin thought he did.) Or who hath | became a by-word—the believers in Christ awoke to 
been his counsellor? Or who hath first given to | everlasting life, in the knowledge of their God and 
him, (all who hold to conditional salvation, if they | Saviour Jesus Christ. And it is manifest, that 
could be believed!) and it shall be recompensed unto | ‘heir worm has not died—their shame and contempt 
him again? For of him, (then it is not of man,) and | continues; the fire of gehenna still burns—and their 
through him, (then it is not through man) and to him | ©erm, or the uncertainty and torment, the conee- 
are allthings; (then there is none, of—or through— — of their unbelief, stil gnaws, and devours 
or to the devil!) to whom be glory for ever. AMEN!” | thew peace. Their infidelity, aod denial of thei 





| 


Of the 41st verse, of this xxv. Matt. we remark, 
the language is highly figurative. And although 
fire is mentioned, it is still darkness into which they 
are sent. 


reserved unto judgment,’ &e. 
not mean these an 
to be sent into the p 


place, or state, was originall ste 
not for those who are there described as bein 
the left hand, and prefigured by goats. 


ponds with that quoted from Paul’s Epistle to Thes. 
and evidently means the Jews. 

The word translated hell in 2 Peter ii. 4. is rag¢a- 
ewoas, ed catenis caligiuis, vinctos in Tartarum, de- 


or thrust down. In fine—to be in gehenna. ‘To be 
in darkness and uncertainty. See Number 29, an- 
swer to Amator Veritatis, 

Vinedresser, in his seventh paragraph, remarks— 
* To quote all the texts that might be produced in 
proof of this, would be almost endless. Suffice it 
tv instance only a few. In the Old Testament, in 
the book of Daniel, xii. 2. we are told, that * Some 
shall awake to everlasting life, and others to ever- 
lasting shame and contempt.’ In the book of Isaiah 
it is said, Ixvi. 24. ‘ Their worm shall not die, nei- 
ther shall their fire be quenched.’ And in horror at 





the prospect of the continuance of the torments of 


the damned, the same holy prophet breaks out, 
* Who can dwell with everlasting burning ?’ If Vine- 
dresser will take his Bible, and turn to chap. x. 
vf Daniel's prophecy, he will find the commence- 
ment of the subject which he has handed ina muti- 
lated condition, &c. In the 14th verse, the angel, 
or messenger, instructs Daniel, and says,‘ Now I 
am come to make thee understand what shall befall 
thy people in the latter days ; for yet the vision is 
for many days.’ (Not for, or to eternity!) The facts 
stated to Daniel in chap. xi. and which apparently 
have no immediate connexion with the Israelites, 
are incontestable evidence of the truth of the pro- 
phecy. Daniel is here informed of the overthrow 
of Persia by Alexander; and the division of his 
kingdom at his death, to his four successors, and not 


to his posterity, &e. Daniel is likewise informed of 


the fate of Alexander's successors, &c. The time 
when some shall awake to everlasting life, and some 
to shame and everlasting contempt, is specified at the 


See 2 Peter ii. 4. * For if God spared not 
the angels that sinned ; but cast them down to hell, 
and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be 
Therefore, it could 
gels, in Matt. xxv. 41. who are 
ace prepared for the devil and 
his angels, for they were there already! And the 
»ared for them, 
on 
And the 
context to the passage quoted from Peter, corres- 


trusit; also chained in darkness, bound in hell, forced 


Saviour, constitutes their misery—and their carca: 
ses,(tor they are scattered amoog all vations) aie a 
abhorring to all flesh! If it is objected,that the wo: 
spoken of, is the soul of man, and that it never dies. 
we answer— The soul that sinneth it shall dic 
Are these sinners, whom you consign to burning 
and to fire? If so, remember, the worm spoken v! 
is not the sinner’s soul, for the Scriptures are express 
on this head! The soul dies—the worm lives! Piease 
to read Leviticus xxvi. 16, $0, 33. Deut. xxviii. 22. 
xxxii. 21 to 30. Isaiah iii. 24. We think the passages 
we have referred to, if examined, will make the sub- 
ject appear in its proper hght. The conclusion of 
the quotation from Vinedresser’s seventh paragraph, 
“Who can dwell with everlasting burning,” isa 
perversion of Isaiah, xxxiii. 14. It is not asked who 
can? but, * Who among us shall 2” &e. Please to 
look at the connexion. See li verse. “ Ye shall 
conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble : your 
breath as FRE shall devour you.” Isa man’s breath 
everlasting (never-ending) fre2 We think not! 
Vinedresser in his eighth paragraph, says, * But 
the New ‘Testament is sull fuller on this point, &c. 
St. Jude tells us of certain despisers, &c., that ‘for 
them was reserved the blackness of darkness for 
ever’—In the Rev. itis declared, that ‘the smoke 
of the torments’ of the wicked ‘ aseendeth for ever 
andever.” Those whom Jude speaks of, are Jews. 
They are reserved in darkness (unbelief) nut for 
ever—but to ava. Paul, in his Epistle to the Ko- 
mans, speaking of the same peuple, said, ‘ God hath 
concluded them all in unbelief, |darkuess,) that bie 
might have mercy upon all.’ We have already pro- 
duced irrefulable testimony, relative to the meaning 
of this word translated everlasting, and for ever : 
and we shail produce one evidence more ! And it is 
from a source which we hope will ensure a respect: 
ful attention—Keader, it is from your God! See 
Isaizh vi. 9 to 12. Here is the state Jude speaks of 
designated, and the same people pointed out, &c : 
and the question is asked, * Lord, how long? And it 
is limited! We consider this to be final Vinedresser 
in his eighth paragraph, likewise introduces the de- 
claration of Christ, see Mark ix. 43 to 48. We refer 
him to Number 29, p. 118. 3 col. last paragraph, 
where he will find a sufficient, though brief exposi- 
tion, &c. We, however,again request him to notice, 
that the worm spoken of is not the soul, for * the 
soul that sinneth it shall die!’ And we would sug- 
gest to him, that this is spoken imperatively, nut as 
what may happen, but must take place. <4 thing 
that Dr. Clarke says to the contrary notwithstand- 
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The passage pretended to be quoted from | the travail of his soul, and be satisfied;’ and ‘ ali the 


aly . : : 
Kev. xiv. 14. is @ perversion of the text. It reads | kindreds of the nations shall w orship before him.’ 


thue—* And thesmoke of their torment ascendeth | _ Vinedresser’s tenth paragraph, reads thus—* But, 
np for ever and ever; and they have no rest day nor Sir, there cannot be one argument urged, why God 
night, (who ?] who worship the beast and his | should reward his saints with everlasting happiness, 
image.” If one lor ever, means as long as eternity | which will pot equally prove that he ought to pun- 
conunues, pray how long will two for ever’s be? Will | ish sinners with eternal misery. For since we know 
they worship the beast in another world? Will ‘nothing how he will deal with either, but by a Di- 
there be day and night in another world? If the! vine Revelation ; and since. as was proved by the 


translativa uere,had been the same as in Col. i. 26. | foregoing argument, he has as positively threatened | 


where tue word translated age, is the same as is to punish the wicked eternally, as to reward the 
here translated for ever, we think Vinedresser would | righteous ; it follows, that his truth will be as much 
not have brought this as an objection. Where 


143 


J 


Dis ime vatare, it behoveth all, both professors and 
/non-professors, to be recipients thereof, that 
they may by it, he dignified with immortality, and 
crowned with eternal lite. To ascertain in the first 
place how this is to be reecived, or how it is re- 
tained by the soul, will enable us te discover un 
soundness of faith and its consequent defects. There 
is amedium by and through which every existence 
is brought into being. [Except the existence of the 
great First Cause,ofwhich we can have no adequate 
)idea. |) The things of nature exist by the all crea- 
tive power of God, through the spirit of nature; 


called in question, did he not inflict his punish- | and the things of God, but by the Spirit of God ; 


there is smoke, there is fire—and in the figurative 
language of the Apocalypse, the smoke of their 
torment, is the evidence of the misery of the wor- 
shippers of idols. It is not necessary to go out of 
New-York, to prove this! Those who worship a 
god, who cannot,or a gud, who will not save,have no 
rest, day nor night, and the smoke (or evidence) of 
their torment ascendeth up trom age to age! And 


they are literally punished for this abominable idola- | 


ments, as it would be, if he did nét confer bis re- | that is to say, the soul can be quickened and made 
wards.’ The Scriptures declare,‘ By the deeds of | alive in the image of God, only by the operation of 
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight.’ | his Holy Spirit im the soul. Now, if the soul was 
Now,where are your righteous men, whom you are | really the offspring and essence of Deity, in its firs: 
going to reward? What have they done to deserve | birth, as is the belief of almost all denomination: 
this, and lay God under the obligation you speak | that it is the breath of heaven, and therefore im 

of? Tell if youcan! We declare, that ‘ Now the | mortal, what change would it need, and could it be 
righteousness of God without the law is manifest- | changed for the better? But so far from this, t the 
ed, &c., even the righteousness of God by faith of | fact, that not only its willing contrarieties and acting 


try, in the very presenee of the Lamb; whom they | Jesus Christ (not of man) unto all, (it is theirs) and 
represent as a wolf, or a tiger! J'hese are the des- upon all that believe; for there is no difference ; 


pisers; and they wonder and perish !!! 

Vinedresser admits in his ninth paragraph,that for 
ever, sometimes dues not mean tur ever! He, how- | 
ever, would have it understood, that in these cases, 
the contezt limits the word, &c. (Quere. How does 
this apply to Kev. xiv. 11?) * But, he adds, * be this 
as it wili(for the prysent,) tt is positively said, ‘ That 
the righteous shall go into lve eternal.’ From 
which words, all are ready to grant, that the lite | 
promised to the righteous shall be eternal. And 
why the punishment threatened to the wicked should | 
not be understood to be eternal likewise, when the | 
very same words in the original are used to express 
the duration of each, no shadow of reason can be 
given.” Now we frankly confess, that whenever 
this is the case, no shadow of reason can be given! 
Nay, more—we pronounce that man, let bim be 
whom he will,wnreasonable, who willnot say, amen 
to this self evident principle. We have proved— 
and proved too, beyond the possibility of refuta- 
tion, that the time spoken of in Matt. xxv. 46. was 
the generation then living. The life there spoken 
of, 1s the faith, hope, and charity, of the 
kingdom of Christ. And, heaven be praised, this 
will end, and we shall have something better. Fuith 
shall be swallowed up in certainty, and hope, in full 
fruition. See 1 Cor. xiii. 8 to 13. ‘ For we know 
in part, and we prophecy in part; but, when that 
which is perfect, is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away.’ Again, see Romans, viii. 23. 
* And not only they, but ourselves also, which have 
the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves 
groan within ourselves, waiting for the redemption 
of eur body.” The aiwpior life, is the knowledge of 
God and Christ, which believers have in this life; 
hut, says John, (1 Epis. iii. 2.) * Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God, (we know this much—) and it 
doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we 
know (we have nota sickly hope—almost believe so 
to-day, and to-morrow almost have no hope, or be- 
lief at all! No! We know!) that when he shall ap- 
pear, we shail be like him ; for we shall see him 
ashets.’ Again---Colossians chap. iii. 3, 4. ‘ For 
ye are dead; and your life is bid with Christ in God. 
When Christ our life shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory!’ We now ap- 
peal to the conscience of Vinedresser—Is not this 
triumphant testimony ? * Christ is the Mighty Coun- 
sellor—the Everlasting Father—the Prince of 
Peace!’ (not of war!) He is our life—not the word 
exavsvoy !!! * Words are but wind !"—The eternal 
God is the rock we build on!—and our foundation 
is sure! Produce, if you can, evidence like this, to 
prove the continuance of the misery of ONE of the 
race of Adam! Heaven be praised, you are foiled 
at your own weapons, and your own salvation will 
be the price of your defeat! Our laurels are obtain- 
ed without the cypress, and defeat, to our opponents, 
isto them far more glorious than victory! ‘God 
has no pleasure in the death of bim that dieth’---- 
and the time is coming,saith the Holy Spirit, when 
*thy dead shall live; my dead body shall they 


\(none! Paul and you, Vinedresser, do not agree ; 


-do! We now appeal to you, Vinedresser---Cannot 





arise’---and triumphantly exclaims, ‘ Awake, and 
Sing, ye that dwell in dust!’ Christ ‘gball see of 


where now, are your righteous in their own right?) 
For all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God ; being justified freely (How ? By believing, or 
doing? No!) by his grace, through the redemption 
that isin Christ Jesus.’ Not by any thing they cao 


we bring one argument, why God should not punish 
sinners endlessly ? Yes, we can---we have brought 
it, and it is sufficient ! 

Vinedresser’s eleventh paragraph, is as fullows--- 
* My opinion, Mr. Editor, is, that Christ is the only 
Mediator between God and man, then our opinion, 
Mr. Vinedresser, is, that man has nothing to do, 
but wait until Christ has effected the Mediation ; 
and if he succeeds, enjoy the benefit of it; and if 
Christ fails, and mankind find it out, then, they 
would do wisely to try themselves, and see what 


diametrically opposite to God,and his holy teaching, 
but his dispensation to man, and even the words of 
Christ himself, * Marvel not that I say unto you 
that ye must be born again,’ proves it to be other- 
wise. To effect this change which the soul in its 
natural first created state stands in need of, is the 
important point in question. It cannot be answer 
ed truly otherwise, than that the Spirit of God te 
produce its own offspring, it must be by its own 
operation. And who will say that the soul is not 
susceptible of this operation and really to be changed 
by it? It being clearly ascertained, that whatever 
our professions and faith may be, the soul standing 
in need of a change, that it may be an heir of God, 
and joint heir with Christ, and that this is to be ef- 
fected by the operation of the Spirit of God in 
the soul, 1s abundantly evident. 

First, from the nature of the soul itself: for if in 
its first creation it had been the essence and off 
spring of Deity, there would have been no need of 








they can do! Tell no more about conditions---about 
our mediating!) but (he adds) at the hour of man's 
death, if he die in his sins, Christ’s mediation and 
intercession for him is irrecoverably gone!’ Pray,V ine- 
dresser, how happens this? Where did you obtain 
your opinion? Is Christ deficient in love to prompt, 
or power to execute---or both? Let us see the opi- 
nion of the prophets and apostles on this head--- 
theirs must have the preference to Vinedresser’s, 
See Isaiah Ixiii. 5. ‘ And I looked, and there was 


laying man under any kind of restraint, or prohibi- 
tory law to keep him from unlawful or forbidden 
things; indeed to such a being, there could be no 
possibility of transgression or partaking of forbid- 
den fruit, because to the holy,all re | are holy, and 
to the pure all things are pure. And it would be as 
absurd to say that such a being could transgress, as 
that God himself could do wrong, for being really 
of God, in nature, and essence, he could no more 
counteract his will, than he could exist out of that 





none to uphold ; therefore, {wherefore’ .4ns. Be- | 
cause there was none!) Mine own arm brought sal- | 
vation ” He is Almighty---power is not wanting ! 
* For ] am persuaded, that neither death, nor lite--- 
nor angels, (devils, then, cannot,) nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the love of God, whieh 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ Romans viii. * God is 
Love.’ Therefore, love is not wanting, There is 
but one obstacle in the way, and that is---Vine- 
dresser’s opinion ! 








Communication. 











INFIDELITY CONSIDERED. 
Continued from poge 133. 
Before I dismiss the subject of 


give it a general view, a little further, as it re- {death ensued of course. 


spects faith, doctrine, and practice ; for it will be 
found on the slightest examination, that all un- 
soundness of faith, and defects of doctrine and 
practice, have their origin in the spirit of infidelity; | 
or in other words, jn that spirit which confesseth | 
not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, which is 
Antichrist, and consequently a deceiver. 

Now as there is a great stir in the world about 
religion, not so much to promote truth and right- 
eousness, a8 to maintain favourite systems and no- 
tions of religion, which is abundantly manifest by 
the show of religion, void of reality, exhibited by 
all seets and parties, and as without devotion to 


be a life in God, only by his inspiration, and to re- 
} 


pature,and out of that essence. 

Secondly, from Scripture.—Here we find that 
man’s component parts ave of the earth, and that 
he had an animal lile,and correspondent with this, 
he had a command to go forth, to multiply and re- 
plenish the earth and subdue it, prior to his being 


| inspired with the breath of heaven, or Divine life, 


and receiving correspondent here with a prohibi- 
tory law to abstain from the know ledge of good 
and evil. This plainly shows aud places the point 
in question beyond coutroversy, that man is not, 
but to be blessed, by the operation of the Spirit of 
God in his soul, because his needing the law, shows 
him to be an earthen creature,and entirely destitute 





tain this blessed communion was the very end of 


laying mao under a restricting probibitory law, 
with this unavoidable penalty annexed. ‘In the 


|day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.’ 
infidelity, 1 will | Mark the copsequence—this law was violated, and 


What death? Ans. No 
other than that which was conferred by inspiration, 
and not only could, but was actually lost by inter- 
ception. What interception could reb God of his 
prerogative, and exclude his Divine life from the 
soul? Could Omnipotence be dethroned from his 
seat of holiness in the soul, and leave it toe the ra- 
vages of intruders? This some would say either 
robs God of his power, or that be gives place to 
intruders, and Jeaves the soul to their ravages. 
Hold, bold man, whe art thou, who contendest 
against Omnipotence?Dost thou not behold his crea- 
tion rising and falling in succession all round thee, 
and dost thou from thenee conclude the former is 
because of his power, and the latter his weakness / 





God, the soul «must remain void of his righteous- 
ness and holiness, and so never bea partaker of his 


So far from thus charging him with folly, is it net a 
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further proof of his Omnipotence, that he suffers the 
destroyer to come in and lay waste all that which 
was once fair and lovely, and from thence again 
restore life, order and beauty, in much greater per- 
fection? If this is suffered to take place, to reani- 
mate and beautify nature, can we call in question 
his suffering that lust to pervade the soul, which, 
wher, it conceives, brings Orth sin, and sin, when it 
is finished, brings forth death ? Certainly, we ought 
not, especially, when we know there can be no hap- 
piness to the soul, but that which is oflered upon 
ground of its own choice. ‘ You have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you!” Thus it is, he has chosen to 
bring us into being for the purpose of his own glory, 
and vouchsafed in order to perfect it, to give the seul 
Divine life under restricting circumstances, which are 
of every (partof creation or) tree of the garden thou | 
mayest freely eat, but of the (source to derive know- | 
ledge, short of Divine wisdom or) tree of the 


knowledge of good and evil, thou (art prohibited or) 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


combined virtue and holiness of all the sons of 
Adam, restore a dead soul to life. It remaineth for 
that power against which it revolted, and by which 
act it died, called in Scripture the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah! The Alpha and Omega, the First and the 
Last,a Lamb slain from the foundation (ofthe spirit 
of) the world (in the soul) it is he, and he alone, 
that prevails to undo the heavy burden and let the 
oppressed go free, by opening the seven seals, which 
by sin and transgression seals the knowledge of the 
living God in every sense from his soul, and admits 
him into the glorious liberty of the sons of God. It 
was by this power, that Abel offered a more accept- 
able sacrifice than Cain, and that Enoch walked 
with God, and that all the righteous in all ages, re- 
ceived their inseription of boliness to the Lord, 
by this power, and this alone. 

Had this Lamb, the Spirit of God, in and which 
is the Divine life of the soul, never been slain, that 
is, by doing despite to it by giving place to the devil, 


shall not touch it, for in the (very act of receiving | or which isthe same thing, the spirit of the world, 


knowledge but by my wisdom or) day thou eatest 
thereof, thou shalt surely die. Thus restricted, 
having the sensation of Divine life in the soul, in 
addition to a life in common with all other animals, 
God has fitted and chosen man, and then upon the 
grounds ofhis (man’s) own choice,permitted him to 
act, and meeted out his rewards accordingly—that 
upon obedience to the Spirit of Divine life in the 
soul, the fruit of this spirit of obedience is life eter- 
nal,and any want of this obedience is getting in the 
broad way, subject to the control and destruction 
of the spirit of the world, or natural man uninflu- 
enced and without the preserving power of the in- 
spiring Spirit of the Almighty, which giveth the 
= of man, not only an understanding in the 
things of God, buta life in him. This spirit of the 
world, thus rejecting and thereby without the ani- 
mating presence of the inspiring Spirit of the Al- 
mighty Jehovah, ts tn a state of darkness and death 
as to any thing heavenly or Divine, and cannot be 
rewarded beyond what this world can give. 

Thus it is with every soul that has been alive un- 
to God. This life has been the effect of this in- 
spiration, as certainly as the life of the body is by 
respiration in the air, or breath of this world, and 
both the former and the latter, equally die, as cer- 
tainly as that causes produce their effects. For 
when inspiration is intercepted, from the soul and the 
air or breath of this world, from the body, they both 
instantly die. Thus, therefore, the doctrine both as 
to the life of the soul and body, is according to the 
law of grace and of nature, agreeable to the ordina- 
tion of an all wise beneficent Creator,who willeth not 
the death of the soul that dieth, but that it should 
retain its integrity, firmly adhering to the spirit of 
ee by it be dignified with immortality 
and crowned with eternal life. And if it should go 
counter to the dictates of this inspiration of the 
Almighty, by the lusts of the flesh or the pride of 
life, which is enmity against God, is it not rational 
as that causes produce their effect, that he will cease 
to be the Divine life of such soul, and leave it as to 
any celestial animation in a state of spiritual death ? 
Most certainly, for the soul that sinneth it shall die, 
as expressed particularly by the prophet Ezekiel, 
and he that doeth that which is lawful and right, 
shall save his soul alive; and not that sin could be 
transmitted from father to son, without his consent 
and actually joining with it. This would be as ab- 
surd in the nature of holiness, as that holiness could 
descend from godly parents to their posterity and 
constitute them a holy nation, a peculiar people 
zealous of good works. We do not find that the 
descendants of holy Enoch, good old Eli, and man 
others which might be mentioned, inherited holi- 
ness and virtue in consequence of being their off- 
pring, but so far from it, Hopbni and Phinehas were 

minably wicked; neither are we to infer, that 


8 
a 
their wickedness was in consequence of their fa- 


ther’s virtue. But te settle it as Jehovah has de- 
termined by the mouth of his prophet, ‘The soul 
that sinneth it shall die,’ without any relation or re- 
ference to rs or successors whatever, for 
these have nothing to do with it. ‘Who can re- 
deem his brother, or give to God a ransom for his 
soul.’ If Noah, Job, or Daniel, were with us, they 


rejecting the lead and tendency, power and domi- 
nion, of the Divine spirit in man from the creation 
to the present day, bow not only in renown but 
in reality, the whole human race would have been 
the sons of God, constituted in his holiness by a 
changing operation from nature to grace, or which 
is the same thing, by the operation of the Divine 
Spirit, the spirit of the world, the spirit of nature 
which is man’s first life, would have been regene- 
rated and changed from earthly to Divine affections. 
Butit has been slain, that is, excluded a residence 
in the soul, though not by its own acts, neither by 
the preparation nor will of heaven, nor according 
to God’s foreknowledge and decrees, agreeable to 
the belief of some, who assert, God knowing that 
Adam would transgress his command, prepared a 
sacrifice, that is slew his own Lamb-like spirit from 
the foundation of the world as a propitiatory sacri- 
fice for the sins of the elect, those whom he fore- 
knew and predestinated to be agreeable to his own 
image. Others extend it «sa sacrifice for the sins 
of the world. As tothese sentiments, as well as all 
others, that have not their origin in the truth, they 
could never had a birth, only in the extinguishment 
of the Divine life in the soul. 
fidelity and chastity on the part of the soul to 
Christ, the Divine Spirit and its heavenly husband, 
this excellency has withdrawn itself, and the soul 
has become a prostitute to the spirit of the world, 
and from hence proceeds all false doctrine, and in- 
fidelity of every kind. Had the soul never departed 
from under Divine influence, inconceivably great to 
the natural man would have been its growth and 
establishmentin spirit,and power, of the Most High, 
for eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither hath 
it entered into the heart of the natural,man to con- 
ceive the good things which God hath in store for 
themthat love him. Therefore, this is the criterion 
discriminating doctrine, namely, the life of God in 
the soul, that is, that spirit which confesseth that 
Jesus Christ is come into the flesh of the confessor, 
which is of God, who cannot be known, but by his 
own Spirit. All other sources, whatever their names 
or natures may be, are infidel, and deserve no bet- 
ter appellation than the interlopers and comers be- 
fore Christ, whom he styled thieves and robbers. 

Thus, simply with the doctrine and faith in the 
indwelling of Christ, let us move forward in the 
examination of the faith and doctrine of Christian 
professors of the present day. 

AN IMPARTIALIST. 


(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 


Impartialist, in his second paragraph, asks—‘Now 
if the soul was really the offspring and essence of 
Deity, in its first birth, &c., what change would it 
need, and could it be changed for the better?’ Let 
us come to the point atonce. What is meant by 
the * essence of Deity ” Surely, the essence of any 
thing, is the thing itself; at least so far, that it pos- 
sesses all the essential properties of the thing. The 
word essence, therefore, is altogether mal-appropos ; 
for no man ever did, or could possess all the essen- 
tial ies of Deity, but the man Christ Jesus, 
who was ‘God with us.’ The Scriptures declare 





could save neither son nor daughter. Nor could the 


positively, that man is the offspring of God. The 


Upon this want of 


Scriptures declare, likewise, that man shall reéu,, 
to his first state—and that his first state was uprighé 
In Number 32. p. 129. col. 3, and p. 130. in our an 
swer to Dean, we have produced testimony from 
the Scriptures, which, we think, settles this ques 
tion beyond the possibility of refutation; at least, 
we shall think so, until it is refuted ! 
We think it very important, that the words re 
generation, and resurrection should be understood 
Some have confounded them. The word uniform 
ly translated resurrection is avastacses—and the word 
in every instance translated regeneration, is arv,- 
yevecca. The definitiun of the werd translated re 
surrection, is, to draw out—to cast oul—to expel. 
Hence, the prophet says, ‘ The earth shall cast ou: 
the dead.’ The proper, and exclusive meaning o/ 
the word translated regeneration, is, second begin 
ning—-renewing and restoring, to tls former state— 
a return—a coming again. ‘This regeneration is 
the washing spoken of by Paul, in his Epistle to 
Titus. It is aliniiaaedtiien renewing of our nature 
in Christ. But a resurrection, is the casting, or 
drawing out of mankind from the filth and corrup- 
tion of their vile bodies, and placing them in a state, 
in which they can receive, and enjoy the life which 
was restored to them in Christ, when he washed 
them ! If our definition is wrong, we will thank any 
man to set us right. If it is truth, we should be 
lad if all men would believe it! Should this view 
disagree with the preconceived opinions of any of 
our readers, let them consult their Bibles, instead of 
their prejudices, and after careful examination, 
give their opinions conscientiously on this important 
subject! 

Impartialist in his third paragraph, contends, that 
the soul in its first creation (origin,) did not proceed, 
or was not the offspring of the Deity. And in his 
fourth paragraph, declares, that ‘ man had ananimal 
life, and correspondent with this (i. e. at the same 
time) he had acommand to go forth, &c. ‘ Now, we 
ask, if the soul did not at first proceed from God, 
from whence came it? Genesis i. 27. declares, that 
‘ God created man in his image.’ The 2d chap, 7th 
verse, declares how God made man; ‘ God form- 
ed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of hfe, and man became a 
living soul. Was not this the breath of heaven? 
The Scriptures farther declare, that ‘God is the 
Father of the Spirits of all'flesh. Therefore, man 
received from God, (or if you please, was inspired 
with the breath of heaven with) a soul, and after- 
wards transgressed and died! The reader is request- 
ed to compare Impaertialist’s third paragraph, with 
the first and second chapters of Genesis and decide, 
whether it is ‘ according to the things written in the 
book’ The argument of Impartialist, is as follows: 
The soul cannot be the offspring of Deity, because 
it wills contrarieties, and acts diametrically opposite 
to God, &e. Is lmpartialist a father? Does his 
children ever act, or will different trom himself, or in 
any manner disobey him? If so, they are not his 
offspring. Let Impartialist examine his premises, 
and then, we think, he will not find fault with our 
examination of their conclusions. 

The remark, that ‘ death was conferred by inspi- 
ration, and lost by interception,’ is, to us, perfectly 
unintelligible. ere the Scriptures written in this 
obscure and unintelligible 7 we should not be 
surprised at the confusion which at present exists 
in the modern Babel. 

(To be Continued.) 
—>— 
To Correspondenis. 

Mysticus, ‘ Yours, &c.’ alias Amator Veritatis, Wit- 
ness, Reprehensor, and Dean, are received. Those ot 
our correspondents, who have asked, « Is it I,’ in answer to 
our request, to be more accommodating in proportion- 
ing their to their matter, are informed, that we had 
no particular allusion to them, though we should be 
gratified, if they would apply it whenever necessary. 

—p—— 
NOTICE, 


Persons wishing to subscribe for this f, are re- 


ctfully requested to call at No. 454 Pearl-Street, 
Seen “5 ion is open, and where they can ob- 


tain the Numbers from the first 
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